LORD ODO RUSSELL

demanding full satisfaction before 12 o'clock on 4 August, the
only concession being that Germany would accept the crown
jewels as security.1

On 31 July Disraeli made his famous "coffee-house babble"
speech. Eleven days before Lord* Odo Russell had reported:
"I regret to say that the information received by the German
Government confirms the reports respecting the atrocities com-
mitted by the Turks in Bulgaria. Count Munster has been
instructed to communicate with Your Lordship on the subject."2

These despicable atrocities and the defeat of Serbia were
creating a situation so grave that all Disraeli's illtimed scepticism
could not explain it away. Bismarck was ready to support any
constructive proposals that we might make. Russia still hankered
after a conference, but Lord Derby could not see that anything
more than a local commission was necessary. The conference
idea, according to Shuvalov, failed to find British support owing
to the very real difficulty of finding a representative. Lord Odo
Russell, the obvious person, was just at the moment out of favour
with Disraeli because of the Berlin Memorandum, and because
he was a Liberal. "... It would be a blow to the Conservatives
to be reduced to confide this cause to him. Lord Derby would
not hear of leaving England himself."3 The meeting place was
likewise a difficulty. London was suggested, but Shuvalov said:
"If London, why not St. Petersburg?"

It was impossible for things to go on for ever as they were,
and even Lord Derby was moved to instruct Sir Henry Elliot
to inform the Porte that the Powers would be obliged to inter-
fere if firm measures were not taken to stop massacres. At the
same time he did not define what form interference would take.
Russia, while expressing willingness to co-operate, not un-
naturally wanted Derby to be a little more specific as to what he
meant by "interference."4 This was the situation when Lord
Odo Russell left Berlin for his summer leave.

Public indignation at the atrocities was growing in England,
and Serbia was meeting with such disastrous defeats that Disraeli
was haunted by the fear that Russia might intervene at any

*F.O. 64. 853. No. 339. To Lord Derby. Very Confidential. 4 August
1876.

*Ibid. No. 320. To Lord Derby. Confidential. 20 July 1876.
*Russian Documents printed in Slavonic Review. IV. 180.